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Did the student engage in academic dishonesty on their
exam? Yes, no, and shades of grey in decision making.

Lauren D. Goegan, Sierra L. P. Tulloch & Lia M. Daniels
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Attribution Theory

Assumed direct relationship between detection and consequences
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Academic Dishonesty

The phenomenon
of cheating appears
to be worldwide
and at all levels of
education.

(Fontaine et al., 2020)

Some quick facts.

More than 6 0 0/0

of students at
university openly
admit to cheating.

(International Academy for
Academic Integrity, 2020)

Metaphors

.

Metaphors

Let’s look at an Example...
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The Research Design

What did we do

[ | Participants
= 201 preservice teachers
= Average age was 25 years old (Range 20-48)

B Procedures
21 Likert-scale items related to beliefs

3 Academic Dishonesty Scenarios:
= To what extent do you consider the student’s behaviour
as academic dishonesty?
= What in the story helped you decide on this responses?
(Casual Search)
= What do you think is an appropriate consequence (if any)
and why?

Student Behaviour Mean  SD  Skew Kurtosis  r-value Cohen'sd
1. Having someone else take your exam for you. 695 040 845 7468 o468 135
2. Submitting someone else’s work as your own. 693 034 587 4007 11077 860
3. Buying a tenn paper or essay. 692 038 546 3166 9874 766
4. Sneaking answers into a closed book exam (e.g..on water bortles). 681 055 384 1848 6582 511
5. Having someone tell you the answers on an exam. 678 059 302 944  6101™ 474
6. Obtaining test answers before the exam. 675 062 292 88 5146 446
7. Pecking at someone’s answers during the exam. 666 070 217 420 487 378
8. Helping someone see an answer during the exam 648 084 165 234 381 296
9. Taking credit for ideas that aren’t yours. 639 086 -142 163 3584 278
10. Looking up answers to an exam online. 636 119 223 484 2553 198
11. Copying and pasting directly into your assignment. 615 108 -145 222 2571™ 200
12. Collaborating on  take-home or online exam without permission. 612 119 -161 28 23.06™ 179
13. Asking students who have taken the exam for the questions. 587 143 4135 134 168 131
14. Including information you know is inaccurate in an assignment 578 130 104 057 1769 137
1s. assignment all resour 572129 099 054 1718™ 133
16. Lying to get an extension on a due date. 540 153 087 000 1181 09
17. Re-submitting your own work for a different class. 469 177 041 076 505" 039
18. Asking for feedback on a draft of an assignment. 139 094 323 118 3578 278
19. Studying from available old exams. 127 085 425 2076 416" 323
20. Taking a practice exam. 112 074 698 5085 -5035" 391
21. Forming a study group 101 008 1288 16600 -497.00"" 3858

Note: * p= 05, ** p= 01 *** p = 001 For the one-sample t-test. the alternative hypothesis specifies that the mean is different from 4.

Academic Dishonesty Scenarios

Peeking at Answers Sneaking in Answers Signaling Answers

A% Ak

Academic Dishonesty Scenarios

Scenario 1:

As part of your assessment in a Chemistry course, you have
students complete weekly quizzes. These quizzes are not for
marks, but rather a form of formative assessment so you can see
how students are doing. This week you notice Student A is very
eking at Answers squirmy in their seat. You keep an eye on them and notice them

peeking at another student s answers. At the end of class you ask

the student to stay behind and ask them about their behaviour.
Student A starts apologizing and tells you how much pressure
they have been under to do well at school from their parents, and
that they had too many other assignments to do, so they didn't

have time to study.

List Behaviours vs. Scenarios

Context Matters

Listed Behaviours Expanded Scenarios
Comparison Behaviour Mean Student Mean t-value  Cohen's d
1 Peeking at someone’s answers during the exam. 6.66 Student A’ 528 13797 1.07
2 Sneaking answers into a closed book exam. 6.81 Student B 5.94 8047 062
3 Having someone tell you the answers on an exam. 678 StudentD | 628 | 660" 051

Note: * p< .05, % p< 01, ** p< 001
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Academic Dishonesty Scenarios

What in the story helped you decide on this responses?

Scenario 1:

As part of your assessment in a Chemistry course, you have
students complete weekly quizzes. These quizzes are not for
marks, but rather a form of formative assessment so you can see
how students are doing. This week you notice Student A is very
squirmy in their seat. You keep an eye on them and notice them

peeking at another student’s answers. At the end of class you ask

the student to stay behind and ask them about their behaviour:
Student A starts apologizing and tells you how much pressure
they have been under to do well at school from their parents,
and that they had too many other assignments to do, so they

didn’t have time to study.

Academic Dishonesty Scenarios

What in the story helped you decide on this responses?

Scenario 1:

« “...they seem like a good student as they are committed to
their studies...”
“...feel like this isn't the way the student always is.”

“...the student may have had a good reason for looking at

another student’s answers...”

The student was pushed to cheat because their parents have
high expectation from them.”

Student A # he/him or her/she

Academic Dishonesty Scenarios

What in the story helped you decide on this responses?

Scenario 2:

You just finished a big unit in your Math class. At the end of the
unit, you have decided to administer a final exam as part of the
summative assessment that will be worth 30% their final grade.
You administered the final exam, and everything seemed to be
fine, but after the students leave the room, you notice a sheet of
paper that has the answers to the test. Based on where you found
the paper, you thinl it belongs to Student B. The next day you
ask Student B about the paper. They look concerned, almost
guilty, but deny that it is their paper. After they leave, you
compare the writing style to another assignment that they
completed, and the writing looks very similar.

spenroromct comfonfsen ek 621361

Academic Dishonesty Scenarios

What in the story helped you decide on this responses?

Scenario 2:

(="
\ J « Student refuses to take responsibility for what they have
done, even though it's clear they have been caught.

When | approached the student and questioned them about it,
10910 AN L they STILL chose to lie straight to my face.

Itis very obvious that the student cheated on the test since the
writing matches.

Student A # he/him or her/she
+ He not only cheated, he didn't own up to it.

Wspenroroc comfonfsen ek 642136/

Academic Dishonesty Scenarios

What in the story helped you decide on this responses?
P\p@q

R / Your class is nearing the end of a unit in Social Studies it is time
] Sor a summative assessment test on the material. The test is
worth 10% of their final grade. On exam day, you notice Student
C acting odd. They keep moving their eraser around their desk,
g Answers in what appears to be four different positions. Your test is
multiple choice, and you are concerned they are communicating
the answers to another student. You talk to Student C about the

eraser after class and they admit that they were helping their
friend Student D. Student D has been really sick lately and
missed a lot of classes. Student D has been having a hard time

keeping up with class material.

Scenario 3:

Wosibenesoric comfonfuden s 52126/

Academic Dishonesty Scenarios

What in the story helped you decide on this responses?

\
qu Scenario 3:

student C was trying to help student D out of the
goodness of their heart.

Student C may have felt a lot of peer pressure to help
their friend.

Well student D more so because he was the one using
someone else answers and putting them as his own.
Student C was still being dishonest, but | know his test
was his own answers.

Regardless if you are the one receiving help or giving help,
MBS comfeonude s 2126/ it is still academic dishonesty.
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Academic Dishonesty Scenarios

What in the story helped you decide on this responses?

Beliefs

“| think taking a student's personal situations into account is impartant
and should be met with flexibility and understanding.”

“I think it is important to apply the consequences of academic
dishonestly in all scenarios even if it is formative in order to be
consistent with your expectations.”

Academic Dishonesty Scenarios

What in the story helped you decide on this responses?

Beliefs

“| believe that trusting one's gut with regards to academic
dishonesty is an initial step [though regularly reflecting on your
biases and actions is very important].

“itis unfair to make assumptions, however, sometimes teachers
must be academic dishonesty detectives,”

| would also have to look at my own potential bias towards the
student.

“[the student’s] behavior was academically dishonest in my opinion,
but it does not reflect the entire story.”

Consequences Ascribed

to each Scenario by the Participants

Consequence Categories 1 2 3
Warning / Conversation 83% 40% 49%
Re-test / Re-assess 31% 45% 63%
Reducing Grade 5% 40% 36%
(e.g.. give zero, adjust grade, losing marks)

Call home / Talk to Parent 4% 20% 14%
Detention / Suspension 4% 5% 10%
(e.g.. stay at lunch / after school)

No Punishment 60% 18% 5%
Other (e.g., choice of punishment, write a letter) 8% 10% 10%

Note: Responses add to more than 100% for cach Scenario, as some participants identified more
than one potential consequence.

In Summary

The Main Points
0 Participants rate discrete behaviours strongly in terms of them
being academically dishonest or not. | ]
02 But, context matters!
@ Causal search extended well beyond the stated facts to include
embellishments and overall beliefs. \

Discipline varies.
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