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Pre-Service Teachers Beliefs about 
Plagiarism: An Attribution Theory Lens 

Lauren D. Goegan & Lia M. Daniels

Plagiarism 
What is it? Why does it matter?

Direct 
Plagiarism

Accidental or 
Unintentional 
Plagiarism 

Insufficiently Paraphrasing
Mosaic, Hybrid, or Patchwork Plagiarism  

Photo retrieved from: https://blog.noplag.com/teacher-s-corner-dealing-with-academic-plagiarism

Important Question:
Why do students plagiarize?

(Fish & Hura, 2013; Parker, 2003; Wilhoit, 1994)
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Controllable vs. 
Uncontrollable

Internal vs. 
External

Stable vs. Unstable

Attribution Theory

E
ve

nt
 O

cc
ur

s…

ConsequencesCausal Search
Locus 

Control

Stability

Negative

Important

Unexpected

Cause

Assumed relationship between detection and consequences

psychological processes between detection and consequences

Stability

Cognitions, Emotions & Behaviours

Student is 
perceived as 

knowingly 
plagiarizing. 

Instructor is 
angry the 
student 

plagiarized. 

Instructor 
punishes the 

student or 
reports them.

High perceived 
responsibility.

Anger rather 
than sympathy. 

Low likelihood of 
help.

Student is 
perceived as 
not knowingly 
plagiarizing.

Instructor is 
sympathetic 
the student 
plagiarized.

Instructor 
helps student 
or does not 
report them.

Low perceived 
responsibility.

Sympathy rather 
than anger.

High likelihood 
of help.

Student 
found to have 
plagiarized.
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The individual has cancer. 

The individual unknowingly lived in a toxic dump area. 

The individual refused to wear regulation-prescribed 
clothing when working with cancer producing chemicals. 

Scenario: Cancer 

No Information

Controllable

Uncontrollable

Weiner, B., Perry, R. P., & Magnusson, J. (1988)

Previous Research on Controllability
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Responsibility Blame Sympathy Anger Assistance Donations

No Info Uncontrollable Controllable

Weiner, B., Perry, R. P., & Magnusson, J. (1988)

Scenario: Cancer 

Previous Research on Controllability
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 201 preservice teachers
 Average age was 26 years old (SD = 4.96) 
 121 women, 75 men, 5 non-binary

Participants

11 Likert-scale items related to beliefs

Different Plagiarism Scenarios
 No Information
 Controllable
 Uncontrollable 

Procedures 

Controllability and Plagiarism

Controllability and Plagiarism
Example Scenario: Using a Friend’s Assignment

https://www.freepik.com/free-photos-vectors/desk-silhouette

No Information
A student used a friend's assignment to 
help them write their paper. 

Controllable
A student took their friend's old 
assignment and submitted it as their own.

Uncontrollable
A student used ideas from their friend's 
paper without realizing that is where 
they came from.



2023/8/2

3

Controllability and Plagiarism
Follow-up Questions
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1. How responsible is the student in the scenario for 

their actions? 

2. “How do you feel about this student?

3. What action might you take?

4. How much do you consider this as an example of 

plagiarism that should be reported?

Responsible Affect Help Report

No Information

Controllable

Uncontrollable 

Take Home Message!

• The results show a clear attributional pattern in terms of the 
effect of perceived controllability of the plagiarism. 

• Perceived control impacts how we think, feel and act in cases 
of plagiarism.

When it comes to 
Plagiarism, 
Controllability Matters 

Potential Next Steps

Look at Academic 
Dishonesty with more 

specific groups. 
(e.g., EDI lens) 

Examine other 
Attributional Dimensions. 

(e.g., Stability, Locus)

Investigate where the 
“line” for academic 

dishonesty / plagiarism is?

Examine more 
Technological Spaces.

(e.g., ChatGPT) 
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